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 It was July 1992, when a small group of Sunset staff and volunteers traveled 
to Spicer, Minnesota to see first-hand how Greenlake Lutheran Bible Camp    
conducted its annual quilt auction.  Through the efforts of the Development 
Director, Teryl Anderson, Sunset had scheduled its first Auction to be held on 
September 13th and everyone wanted to get it “right.” 
 Getting it “right” was not an issue. Almost $29,000 was raised that day with 
the top quilt selling for $1500. One hundred sixteen quilts were sold and      
approximately 500 people attended. The Auction was definitely a success, and 
that  was the beginning of many wonderful things for Lutheran Sunset         
Ministries. 
 Over the years more than 180 churches and 160 individuals have donated 
quilts and other handmade items raising a total of  $593,509. These funds have 
provided for projects and/or equipment that have directly benefitted LSM   
residents. From sitting room furniture to dining furniture to outdoor patios and 
pergolas the list is almost endless. 
 The good news is that the Auction continues because LSM is blessed to have 
so many friends and supporters who are willing to see it succeed.  It has truly 
been a successful partnership in ministry.  This year’s Auction is scheduled for 
Saturday, October 15, 2011, at the Clifton City Park Armory. Previewing will 
begin at 10:00 a.m. and the auctioning will begin at 12:00 noon. 

Upcoming Quilt Auction Marks 
Twentieth Year 

May  - Aug 2011 

Lutheran                  
Sunset               
Ministries 

Photo:  Liesel Murray 
(left) and Carol Kolb
(right) members of Christ 
Lutheran Church in 
Waco deliver a vintage 
YoYo Quilt for the 20th 
auction.  
Along with them is      
B a r b a r a  A n d e r so n 
(center), a member of    
St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church in Waco, who was 
a volunteer member at 
some of the earliest quilt 
auctions. 
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 In preparation for this article for the Sunset News, I always review the previous 
article so I don’t repeat myself. When I was doing that this time, I realized how 
much has happened in the last 4 months and I need to catch you up to speed on 
a lot of different topics. 
 First of all, thanks to all of you who wrote letters, made phone calls, or sent      
e-mails to your state legislators. Due to a tremendous response from all of us        
connected to long term care, the state legislature made no further cuts to us on 
Medicaid reimbursement. That seemed to be an impossible outcome based on 
where the legislature started this budget session but WE DID IT! We still have 
3% in cuts in place made before the session started, but we can manage that. 
 Second,  we are making some changes to our dining services. Beginning       
August 1, Morrison, a food service company, began operating our food services. 
We have always had the best food in town in our nursing home, but we wanted 
the dining experience to be even    better. Our ultimate goal is to have more vari-
ety to the menu at all meals and have a longer time available for residents to be served their meals. The 
same dining staff is in place, no one lost their jobs, and Morrison allows us to have greater resources and 
expertise to support our goals. 
 Third, we are evaluating a new program called Home and Community Based Services. It will be all      
private pay for now, but would provide in home services such as planning, preparing and cleaning up after 
meals, monitoring diet and eating, medication reminders, helping run errands, providing light housekeep-
ing, etc. All services offered through this program will help people to stay in their homes longer. We will be 
the only local provider of these services. 
 As you can see there is never a dull moment at Lutheran Sunset Ministries. Everything we do is done with 
the idea of improving people’s lives because our overall goal is to be the “Provider of Choice”. 

Message From The President 

 When Memorial Hall was constructed in 1959, Clifton Lutheran Sunset Home was only five years old. 
The building was dedicated at the fifth anniversary celebration of Sunset on October 4, 1959. It housed 48 
residents in two large wings with a large kitchen and dining area. The addition allowed for  Sunset to serve a 
total occupancy of 130 people on campus. It was an exciting addition and represented growth and advance-
ment for the young ministry. 
 When a larger nursing facility was built in the 1970’s, Memorial Hall became residential retirement  
which allowed for 17 residents to receive unlicensed support services such as meals, transportation, etc.   
After Rainbow Retirement Community was built in the 1980’s, Memorial Hall was no longer used for     
residential living and then became a day care facility for employees children. 
 For a number of years it served only the children of LSM employees, but a partnership grew with Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Clifton to consolidate their Learning Center with the LSM program. For several years 
Trinity operated its Learning Center in that building.  
 After the Learning Center closed Memorial Hall served as the location of LSM’s training and educational 
programs and then, during the last few years housed the Pot O’ Gold Thrift Store.  In the Spring of 2011, 
during several days of very strong winds portions of the roof were damaged to a point beyond repair. Prior 
to the damage it was planned that the building would eventually be removed.  Mother Nature took charge of  
that decision so the building had to be removed. 
 In the future additional retirement apartments are planned for the area where memorial Hall once stood. 

Memorial Hall Removed From Campus 
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Students Receive Scholarships 

Daniel Martinez is the son of Maria Dominguez who is 
a Certified Nursing Assistant in the Sunset Home. 
Daniel is attending Tarleton State University in        
Stephenville. 

Kelsey Holden is the daughter of James (Pete) 
Holden who is an employee in the Maintenance 
Department of LSM. Kelsey is attending  
Navarro Junior College in Corsicana. 

Lutheran Sunset Ministries once again was able to participate in furthering the education of some deserving 
students who are children of current LSM employees. Graduating high school seniors who are dependents 
of LSM employees are eligible to apply for a one-time $500 scholarship. The scholarship award is          
announced at their graduation ceremony and the funds are distributed upon enrollment in their            
educational program. 

Right:  President/CEO, Rodney Rueter, stands in the 
area that was the most recent front entrance to the   
Memorial Hall/Pot O’ Gold. In the background White-
Stone Garden Homes, the newest addition to the    
Sunset  campus, can be seen. 
Additional retirement apartments will eventually be 
constructed in the footprint of Memorial Hall. 

Left:   Taking down Memorial Hall was  done quickly 
once abatement was complete. Removal of old      
structures on the LSM campus is somewhat bitter-
sweet , but it is also a sign of growth and advancement.  
Memorial Hall served the ministry in several capacities 
throughout its history.  (see related story on page 2) 
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Summer started early in Clifton, Texas in 2011. By early May temperatures were already in the 90’s and it 
made spending time out-of-doors pretty unpleasant. This year a gardening activity was not an option. But, 
the Activity Directors were up to the challenge and were still able to coordinate many fun-filled days, even 
if they were mainly indoors. 

Girl Scouts from Central Lutheran Church in   
Dallas shared their famous cookies with the      
residents of the Sunset Home. Pictured here is 
Pearl Mickelson who is trying to decide just which 
one is the tastiest. 

During National Nursing Home Week several      
members of the Sunset Volunteer Auxiliary joined 
the residents at tea and presented a Stroll Back In 
Time fashion show. Left to right are Betty Smith, 
Gladys Anz, Helon Knudson, Wanda Hines, 
Marilyn Whitworth, Clara Zuehlke, and Barbara 
Anderson. 

The Long Hot Summer………………………………... 

Sunset Home Activity Director, 
Rhonda Terrell (left) is getting 
ready to  escort a group of        
residents on an outing to Sonic 
Drive-In for a little refreshment 
break.  Helping with the trip 
were Junior Volunteers (left to 
right) Alyssa Bottlinger, Daniel 
Bottlinger, and Madison Burk. 
The young people were very   
helpful throughout the summer 
in assisting residents to, from, 
and during activities. 
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………………………………...Or How We Survived the Summer of 2011 

Residents of Rainbow Retirement Community spent a 
cool afternoon playing games and enjoying one          
another’s company in celebration of America’s          
independence on the 4th of July. 
Pictured left to right are: Robert Rachuig,  Jeanette 
Wolf, Dorothy  Ann Brown, Mary Bergman, Judy 
Brannon,  John Hardin, and  Bobbie Denson. 

Members of the VFW, the VFW Auxiliary, and the 
Sons of Hermann Lodge held a Flag Day ceremony at 
the Sunset Home. Pictured  here left to right are Clara 
Dee Bronstad, Calvin Rueter,  David Conrad, and Joe 
Crawson. 

Doris Fenn, a resident of Sunset Home,  
donned a hat during the Stroll Back In Time 
fashion show held during National Nursing 
Home week in May. 

Rainbow Retirement  Manager, Lenna Poe 
ices down the drinks for the 4th of July. 
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TWENTY YEARS! Can that be possible? 
 
Not one volunteer or staff member who served on the 1st Annual Quilt Auction committee would have  
believed that we would someday be planning the 20th Annual Quilt Auction.  We all had hopes that it 
would be a success, but never dreamed that it would become a tradition for Lutheran Sunset Ministries.  
 
However, when it comes to  projects of the Sunset Volunteer Auxiliary and Lutheran Sunset Ministries it 
seems that success go hand in hand. The Auxiliary members tackle all they do with an enthusiasm that is 
contagious.  The residents and patients of Sunset’s program are fortunate to be the recipients of the time 
and talent, as well as the goodwill of the volunteers. Countless hours are  spent by the volunteers to enhance 
Sunset’s programs. 
 
So, we invite you to join the fun at our 20th quilt auction. The armory 
will open at 10:00 a.m. for viewing quilts. A boxed lunch will be    
available  at 11:00 a.m. for $6.00, and the auction will begin at 12:00 
noon. 

1 

2 

3 
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SCENES FROM THE PAST…. 
1. A beautiful appliqué quilt made by the late Janet Olsen of Clifton for a early auction. 
2. Members of Peace Lutheran Church in Rosenberg always donate a large number of items. 
3. Past President/CEO, Cal Goerdel, can’t believe what he sees at the first auction he attended. 
4. Volunteers not only get quilts ready for auction, they also assemble the boxed lunches before the 

auction. 
5. The girls showing this quilt were just babies when the first auction was held. Now they are finishing 

college. 
6. President/CEO Rodney Rueter receives a quilt from Rev. Karl Gronberg of Gethsemane Lutheran 

Church in Austin. 
7. The Armory is almost overflowing with bidders and visitors to the Auction. 

5 4 

7 6 
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Lutheran Sunset Ministries Chaplain, Suzanne Guinn, recently unveiled new handmade 
altar and lecturn/pulpit paraments in the Sunset Home Chapel.  The paraments were 
made by Cotton Patch Designs, a  company based in Round Rock, Texas. 
 
The larger design  on the altar is of a cross, grapes, and wheat, and the smaller lecturn/
pulpit piece is of a chalice, grapes, and fish.  The color green represents the church season 
following Pentecost.  Chaplain Guinn hopes to continue to commission additional para-
ments for other church seasons. 

New Paraments Commissioned 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Raffle Quilt 
LSM Community Relations Director, Helen Morris,      
recently unveiled the 2011 Auction Raffle Quilt. Having a 
quilt raffle has been a tradition of the Quilt Auction for 
many, many years. This year’s quilt is a machine appliquéd 
quilt based on the Twelve Days of Christmas. 
 
The design was created by quilt artist Nancy Halvorsen 
who is known for her unique design in textiles and quilts. 
Quilting was completed by several residents of Heckmann 
Residence and Sunset Home. 
 
Tickets are available at Sunset Home and Heckmann   
Residence of College Hill Assited Living. Tickets will be 
available at the Auction, and the winner will be announced 
on that day. Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. 
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continued page 10 
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SUNSET MAILING ADDRESS 

All mail to Central Administration, or residents of Sunset Home and  
Heckmann Residence should be sent to: 

 
(Name) 

P.O. Box 71 
Clifton, Texas 76634 

 
According to the Postal Service if mail is sent to the  

physical address it will be returned to sender. 
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The Estate of Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Loven 
Luckenbach Endowment 
McDowell Endowment 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Clifton 
Mrs. Kathy Pedersen, Fort Worth 
Mr. & Mrs. Arno Pfeiffer Endowment 
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Posey, Clifton 
Pot O’ Gold Thrift Shop, LSM 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Robertson, Lubbock 
Salem Lutheran Church, Rosebud 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Sales, Austin 
Rev. & Mrs. J. Weldon Smith, Clifton 
St. John Lutheran Church – Coryell, Gatesville 
St. Olaf WELCA, Cranfills Gap 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Waco 
Ms. Lacrecia Stegemoller, Dallas 
Ms. Theresa Surley, Clifton 
Mrs. Emma Symank, LSM 
Mrs. Oriet Thompson, LSM 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Waco Chapter 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Clifton 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mark Wallace, Meridian 
Mr. J.C. White, Fort Worth 

GENERAL GIFTS                         
All gifts help Lutheran Sunset Ministries in its work and mission. The following general                                     

undesignated gifts were given between May 1 and August 31, 2011. 

Anne Ardis Endowment 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Becker, Arlington 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Bratcher, Meridian 
Mr. John Bruington, Valley Mills 
Calvary Lutheran Church, Richland Hills 
Mr. Brian Castleberry, LSM 
Central Lutheran Church, Dallas 
Christ Lutheran Church, Dallas 
Mr. & Mrs. Barto Collier, LSM 
Cotton Patch Designs, Round Rock 
Mr. & Mrs. James Davis, Fort Worth 
Mr. & Mrs. Anton Dirksmeyer, Corpus Christi 
First Lutheran Church, Temple 
First Lutheran Church – Men in Missions, Temple 
First Presbyterian Church, Clifton 
Rev. & Mrs. Cal Goerdel, Clifton 
Ms. Suzanne Guinn, Meridian 
Col. & Mrs. Jimmie Hanes, Jr, Crawford 
Ms. N. Fern Harris, Meridian 
Lena Helm Trust 
Hope Lutheran Church, Buckholts 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Killeen 
Mr. & Mrs. B.A. Johnson, LSM 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Krupicka, Waco 

SUNSET LEGACY FOR TOMORROW 

 

Have you thought about your legacy?    How you will be remembered?  What difference 
your life will make after you are gone?  

Each year Sunset receives funds from legacies set up through endowed estate plans 
through the Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest.  These funds and gifts from            
individual’s estate plans will continue in perpetuity, forever.                                                                                            

It’s all about the future and about ministry that will continue to be supported by a legacy 
after we are gone.  What a difference this will make and what a legacy to leave.  You will 
also be surprised at how you can include your family, have tax benefits and include a     
legacy for future ministry.  If you are interested in considering estate planning give Rodney 
Rueter a call at 254-675-8637, ext 2223, or make a call to David Johnson, Lutheran  
Foundation of the Southwest at 1-800-424-0447.  

 



Sunset News is a publication of     
Lutheran Sunset Ministries,             
P.O. Box 71  
Clifton, Texas 76634.  
254-675-8637 
 
Lutheran Sunset Ministries is a not
-for-profit organization sponsoring 
programs of skilled nursing care, 
assisted living, retirement living, 
and hospice   services.  

Sunset provides services to     
qualified individuals without     
regard to race, color, religion, sex,  
disability, familial status,  national 
origin, or other protected statuses 
according to applicable federal 
and state law. 

Sunset News 
Official Publication of 
Lutheran Sunset Ministries 
Clifton, Texas 76634 
www.lutheransunset.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Clifton, Texas 76634 

Permit No.27 

In keeping with changing times Sunset News is now avail-
able on the Lutheran Sunset Ministries website: 
www.lutheransunset.org. and you no longer have to receive 
the newsletter via the mail. You can read it online. 
 
Unless you inform us differently you will continue to      
receive the Sunset News through the U.S. Postal Service, 
but, if you would like to receive an e-mail notification   

contact Helen Morris  at hmorris@lutheransunset.org . 
 
In the subject line print E-Mail Newsletter Announcement and you will begin 
receiving the notification with the next edition. 

Sunset News Available Online 
You Chose How To Receive It 


